146                    THE VICTORIAN AGE
Maximilian. On April 9, 1865, the American Civil War
came to an end with the surrender of General Lee at
Appomattox Court House.
The end of the American Civil War really involved the
end of the Mexican Empire. Maximilian's only chance
was to establish his throne before the United States
Government could seriously address itself to the Mexican
question. A conceivable alternative was that Napoleon III
should go on backing Maximilian and face a war with the
United States. At the end of the Civil War the United
States had excellent generals used to large-scale opera-
tions and half a million trained men under arms. The
idea of Napoleon III fighting such a power in Mexico
when he could not even overcome the Juarist guerrillas
was fantastic. He had gone into the Mexican adventure
largely to c contain * the somewhat aggressive Anglo-
Saxon Northern states, and he had failed; but there was
a much more aggressive people whom, so long as he had
Mexico on his hands, he could not * contain * in Europe*
The dispute between the Prussian and Austrian Govern-
ments over the question of the reform of the Germanic
Confederation was working up to a struggle for supremacy
in Germany. The Austro-Prussian War, the battle of
Sadowa-Koniggratz, the dissolution of the Germanic Con-
federation, and the rise of Prussia to supremacy all took
place in the summer of 1866. Napoleon III, who had just
succeeded (as he thought) in freeing himself from the
incubus of the Roman occupation (see p. 126), had also
been desperately trying to extricate himself from the
Mexican imbroglio.
Maximilian's party in Mexico, never very numerous nor
very powerful, were now afflicted by the lassitude of pro-
longed and fruitless civil war. The Corps Legislatif in
France was showing increasing reluctance to vote credits
for the Mexican Expedition. Maximilian's bonds were
falling on the Paris Bourse, and no more Mexican bonds